
 

 

       
     

 
 
 

 
 
 

COMMENT ON THE LAUNCH OF AN EU INVESTIGATION ON ALLEGED DUMPED 
IMPORTS OF ALUMINIUM EXTRUSIONS FROM CHINA : 

 
FACE WELCOMES THE INVESTIGATION AND URGES THE EU TO DECISIVELY 

SUPPORT  ITS  STRATEGIC ALUMINIUM VALUE CHAIN  
 
 
 
 
FACE, the Federation of Aluminium Consumers in Europe, welcomes the launch by the 
European Commission of an investigation on imports of aluminium extrusions from China, 
and stresses that the exponential growth of Chinese exports is a major threat to the industry 
in Europe. 
 
The EU has adopted a new anti-dumping and anti-subsidies methodology that should allow 
the block to respond more aggressively to unfair trade practices. 
 
China has been conducting for decades a deliberate policy of overcapacities in the 
aluminium and other sectors which amounts to an economic war aimed at destroying entire 
manufacturing sectors in Europe and elsewhere and replacing their output by Chinese 
products. 
 
China so far has resisted all bilateral and multilateral efforts to stop overcapacities and unfair 
trade practices such as social and environmental dumping, thus, as previously stated by 
FACE, the EU is entitled to take decisive action with allies or alone. 
 
Our association sees Chinese overcapacities as a fundamental issue of global governance. 
 
Overcapacities by definition implies excessive energy consumption thus massive additional 
CO2 and pollutants emissions that offsets other efforts to mitigate climate change and has 
a huge human cost in China with millions of deaths annually related to pollution and 
emissions. 
 
Overcapacities are only possible by overstressing the Chinese banking system, politically 
controlled and instructed to finance economically unjustified investments, thus adding a 
systemic risk to other Chinese vulnerabilities and threatening the world with a potential 
global financial crisis. 
 
Overcapacities in the Chinese aluminium sector are being used to flood Europe with 
massive exports of dumped products which severely harms our industry and especially 
aluminium extruders.  
 
According to a study commissioned by FACE to the LUISS University in Rome and published 
in 2019, much of the growth of EU imports of aluminium semis is due to state-supported 
Chinese exports.  



 

 

 
In 2017 the amount of aluminium extrusions imported in the EU from China was 36 
times higher than in 2000, imports of Chinese flat rolled products increased by 20 
times, while the imports of aluminium casting from China rose 46 times. 
 
The EU aluminium industry, whose workforce is at 95% comprised of downstream 
transformer SME’s, faces an unprecedented situation that poses an existential challenge. 
 
Our industry must at the same time maintain growth in an environment always more difficult 
for SME’s, contribute to the ambitious EU climate and environment policies, invest massively 
on the digitalisation of the economy and resist the new and exponential threat of Asian 
exports. In this multiple context our very survival is at stake. 
 
If the European Union is serious about industrialisation and sustainability it must take bold 
and decisive action to support its strategic aluminium value chain. 
 
More aggressive trade defence actions are a necessity but only a partial solution. 
 
As historically requested by FACE, the EU must urgently eliminate the 6% import tariff 
structure on imports of unwrought aluminium, our raw material.  
 
This import tariff structure is economically absurd as our market depends at more than 73% 
from imports of our raw material. This tariff artificially increases the price of our raw material, 
which represents in average 50% of the cost of semi-finished products, thus severely 
harming our competitiveness at a time when we face, as described above, multiple critical 
challenges. 
 
It is a contradiction to call on one hand for anti dumping measures against unfair 
competition hurting us with artificially low prices and on the other hand maintain an 
import tariff structure that artificially increases the cost of our raw material. 
 
 
The position of FACE is that the EU must immediately put in place a holistic and coherent 
set of measures to support our value chain, and in particular : 
 
 
1- subsidise energy and energy transition to help our smelters survive. 
 
2- eliminate import tariffs on our raw material, unwrought aluminium. 
 
3- maintain in place the 7,5% WTO bound import tariff that protects our manufacturing base, 
which also implies not to use this tariff as a bargaining chip in trade negotiations; and raise 
the tariff or other trade policy protection as high and as long as needed to efficiently protect 
EU products against dumping and unfair trade practices. 
 
4- strengthen EU trade defence instruments such as anti-dumping taxes and activate them 
reactively and assertively. 
 
 
5- formulate european trade, industry, competition, digital and sustainability policies that 
effectively support competitiveness, with a special attention given to the vulnerable SME’s. 
 



 

 

6- increase diplomatic efforts to support the multilateral system, notably the role of the WTO 
and the implementation of the Paris Climate Agreement by our international economic 
partners. 
 
 
If, as stated by Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission, the EU wants 
to become the first carbon neutral continent and “a sustainable power” that continues to 
foster economic growth and the well-being of its citizens, it is imperative to use all available 
trade policy tools at the service of our competitiveness. 
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FACE, the Federation of Aluminium Consumers in Europe was created in 1999 to 
specifically defend the interests of the EU independent downstream aluminium transformers, 
users and consumers, and is based in Brussels ( face-aluminium.com ). 
 
Contact :  
 
Mario Conserva,Secretary-General  
 
Tel : +39 335 719 43 59 
 
 Email :  m.conserva@face-aluminium.com  


